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TO: Who It May Concern.





All communications to be addressed to the Chief Executive Officer.





SUBJECT


Re: Ferdi & Diane Miltenburg of the Combined Churches, Mount Morgan





I am the Mayor for Mount Morgan Shire Council and 1 am the holder of the Order of Australia Medal (OAM) that was awarded on Australia Day 1995 for my Community Involvement. 





I am also a Sergeant of Police and had been the Officer in Charge of the Mount Morgan Police Division for nearly 


nineteen (19) years. I have had a total of over 33 years Service with the Queensland Police Service and 1 am currently 


on pre retirement leave as a run up to retirement from the Queensland Police Service.


	


1 have given this information about myself so as to advise you of brief particulars of myself and my involvement in 


the Mount Morgan Community.





I have known both Ferdi and his good wife Diane for a number of years; in particular I have known Diane more so 


through her work within the Combined Churches of Mount Morgan. Both are well respected within the Mount 


Morgan community and are heavily involved in their Church and community affairs, mostly in a volunteer capacity 


such as Youth Suicide Prevention. (YSP)





Prior to November 2000, Mount Morgan Shire was in the grip of a severe drought that resulted in the town's water 


supply being at a dangerously low level. The Shire Council resorted to drilling at various locations in an attempt to 


locate a sustainable underground water supply to see the Shire through its water woes, however this proved unsuccessful.





Most Media outlets were highlighting Mount Morgan's desperate water plight. Severe water restrictions had been 


in place for Mount Morgan Shire Council was put in a position whereby Council was considering transporting water 


to Mount Morgan by convoys of road tankers. The water supply at the No7 Big Dam, Mount Morgan was little 


better than a water hole.





Upon hearing that Council had exhausted all avenues in trying to locate water within the Mount Morgan Shire, 


Diane set about and was instrumental in planning and conducting a community Day of prayer in conjunction 


with other Domination's from the Combined Churches of Mount Morgan.





The day of prayer was conducted so as to pray for divine intervention to break the terrible drought that had 


engulfed our Shire and was held m the School of Arts Hall, Mount Morgan. The hall was almost full to a 


capacity crowd. To many this was the Shire's last Ditch stand to break the drought.





A matter of days after this Church Service, Mount Morgan experienced heavy rain the likes of which the town 


has not won for many years that resulted in our No 7 Big Dam, the towns main water supply being full to capacity. 


The Darn had recently had extra extensions placed on the existing dam wall so as to increase the overall capacity. 


Water ran over the dam's spillway at 11:30pm on 23 November 2000. Nearby communities did not receive or 


received very little rain.














The people of Mount Morgan were so pleased at receiving �the rain that there was a steady convoy of vehicle for well 


over a month travelling to the dam for people to see the water run over the newly constructed spillway. This resulted


 in people's attitudes changing to such a degree that people who had not spoken to each for years started hugging 


each other and become friends again.





It was pleasing to me as Mayor of our historic town to see the positive reporting from the media to the effect that 


Mount Morgan's prayers had been answered and the water was flowing over die town's No 7 Big Dam's spillway. 


The town's people prayers had indeed been answered.





Please accept this, as a letter of introduction to my friends Ferdi and Diane Miltenburg: and it would be appreciated 


if you could make them welcome and render them assistance in their current Divine venture.





I thank you.





        	Yours in Local Government





	Stan Lean O.A.M.


	Mayor


